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Table E1 Descriptive summary of sexual maturity codes for white sturgeon sampled in

the study area, 1997,

CODE SEX DEVELOPMENT STATE DESCRIPTION!
98 Unknown Gonad undifferentiated or not visible; juvenile based on size
97 Unknown Gonad not visible; adult based on size
1 Male Non-reproductive, testes appear as thin strips with no pigmentation
11 Female Non-reproductive; ovaries small, folded with no visible oocytes;
tissue color white to yellowish
2 Male Maturing; small testes; some folding may be apparent; translucent,
smoky pigmentation
‘ 12 Female Pre-vitellogenic, moderate size ovary with small eggs present (0.2 to
) 0.5 mm diameter); may have "salt and pepper" appearance
3- Male Early reproductive; large testes, folds beginning'to form lobes; some
pigmentation still present. Testes more white than cream colored
13 Female Early vitellogenic; large ovary varying in color from white to
yellowish-cream to light grey; eggs 0.6 to 2.1 mm in diameter
4 Male Late reproductive; testes large, often filling posterior of body cavity;
white with little or no pigmentation
14 Female Late vitellogenic; ovaries large with pigmented oocytes still attached
to ovarian tissugi-eggs 2.2 to 2.9 mm in diameter; sometimes ‘with salt
and pepper appéarance
5 Male Ripe; milt flowing; large white lobular testes; no pigmentation
15 Female Ripe; eggs fully pigmented and easily detached from ovarian tissue;
eggs 3.0 to 3.4 mm in diameter )
6 Male Spent; testes pinkish-white, flaccid, and strongly lobed
16 Female Spent; ovaries are flaccid with some residual fully developed eggs
17 Female Pre-vitellogenic with attritic cocytes; small eggsl (<0.5 mm diameter) -
present; dark pigmented tissue present that may be reabsorbed eggs.
10 Male General unknown maturity
20 Female General unknown maturity”

1Descriptions of maturity state classifications adapted from Conte et al. (1988).
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